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Indigenous Health Measurement Group
The Indigenous Health Measurement Group held its initial meeting in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada on 1-5 October 2005 in conjunction with the second meeting of the INIHKD.  The Measurement Group meeting brought together government representatives, researchers, and representatives of Indigenous organizations from Australia, Canada, New Zealand and the United States to discuss health and health measurement issues for Indigenous populations in the four countries and to consider the organization of an international collaborative group to address these issues.  Regarding organizational issues, the group considered a number of topics  including the founding principles, governance issues, topics of interest for collaboration, an action plan, links with other groups, and other concerns. 
Three sets of presentations by the Measurement Group were included in the INIHKD meeting, covering the topics of health information for health services, health workforce development, and health research.  The separate Measurement Group meeting took place on 4-5 October and included presentations on data measurement, data utility, useful and relevant health measures, and community capacity building.  The last day of the meeting was devoted to a discussion of organizational issues for the creation of an international interest group on Indigenous health measurement.  
The following document summarizes the discussions that took place on the last day of the Measurement Group meeting and lays down the initial organizational plans for the group.  The Appendix includes the program of the Measurement Group meeting and the list of participants.   

Purpose:  
The organizational discussion began with a consideration of the overall purpose of the Indigenous Health Measurement Group.  As background to this discussion, the stated purpose of the group that had evolved over the many months of planning for the Measurement Group was to:  
1. Improve the methodology for the collection and analysis of useful health information for Indigenous populations;

2. Convince national statistical agencies to improve the collection of Indigenous health data.

There was considerable discussion by members of the Measurement Group about how best to express the purpose of the Group. The following best represents the group consensus on its purpose:
To improve the collection, analysis, interpretation and dissemination of information useful for improving the health of Indigenous populations.  

Terms of Reference:

The following is the terms of reference suggested by Ian Anderson, which appears to capture the essential elements for the Measurement Group: 

To develop an international network on Indigenous health measurement that enables meaningful comparisons, exchange, mutual learning, and collaborative projects that inform local policy-making oriented to health gain.  

Principles:
The group agreed that there are a number of principles that need to govern the development and operation of the Indigenous Health Measurement Group.  The most important of these are: 
· Indigenous right to be counted (Indigenous as invisible people)
· Indigenous leadership and  participation
· Principled partnerships with communities and governments

· Government responsibilities and accountability
· Activities should be transformative; e.g., data collection/analysis/dissemination should be linked to improvements in health
· Activities should build the capacity of Indigenous peoples regarding health data

Governance: 
The Measurement Group should serve as a facilitator, honest broker and information provider to the members of the group and others interested in improving the health of Indigenous peoples.  The group should ensure transparency in all its activities.  Key aspects of governance include the following: 
· International Steering Committee with representatives from all four countries, drawn from the following groups:
· Statistical experts, Indigenous where possible
· Indigenous Communities

· Government agencies

· Link with INIHKD
Topics of Interest:
The participants discussed a number of possible research topics for the Measurement Group to pursue over the next two years.  The purpose of these research activities was to lend insight to national policies and programs, both through research finding in each country and through international comparisons.  The focus was on practical outcomes which would lead to improvements in the health and wellbeing of Indigenous communities.  Participants outlined a number of principles that the research program should follow, including: the need to involve  community members as well as governments in these activities; the need to build data skills within the communities; the recognition that collaboration should be both across countries and within countries (nation – provinces/states – communities); the need to share the results of these projects across countries; the need to serve as an honest broker of research results that can inform national decision-making.
The list of research topics proposed by the group included the following:

· Stocktake: What’s available on Indigenous health data in each country, what do we need, what will it take

· 
· Historical analyses of Indigenous data in each country:

· Issues of counting Indigenous people

· History of counting

· Role of Indigenous people and organizations in contributing to statistical agencies

· Indicator harmonization:

· Describe/inventory what is collected

· Describe collection system that underlies indicators

· Develop international standards for indicators of health and well-being

· Feasibility study for a national longitudinal survey of Indigenous children

Communication:
The group agreed it was essential to continue the monthly teleconferences, and, as has been the case,  the teleconference should be attended by representatives of the International Steering Committee of INIHKD.  This regular communication will be supplemented by email as needed, along with information posted on a bulletin board/website.  A summary of the organization discussion should be prepared and distributed to meeting participants within two weeks of the Vancouver meeting.  Face-to-face meetings should be held 1-2 times per year, and the Measurement Group should be a regular part of future biennial meetings of the INIHKD.  

Links with Other Groups:
 Participants agreed that the Measurement Group should maintain strong links with the INIHKD.  The group should explore the possibility of links to the UN working group on Indigenous data collection, and should invite a WHO representative to the next meeting of the Measurement Group.  Links to other international groups should be considered as well.
Funding:
Funding needs for the group are small, at least for now: the cost of monthly teleconferences, travel to meetings, and contributed staff time.  All agreed that each country should self-finance their participation in the Measurement Group.  Members will look for government/foundation funds to support the cost of a secretariat.  

Action Plan:
· Formal collaboration agreement (statement of intent) to be signed by national organizations in each country

· 
· Terms of reference

· Broad principles, links with INIHKD

· Circulate notes from organizational discussion on website created by Maile Taualii, by 20 October
· Prepare final report on first meeting of Indigenous Health Measurement Group in time for June 2006 meeting in New Zealand – need to decide who will publish report (AIATSIS may be able to assist)
· Sam Notzon will request abstracts, slides, other material from meeting participants, with deadline

· Establish Editorial Committee:  Ian Ring, Lisa Jackson-Pulver, Jeff Reading, Sam Notzon, New Zealand nominee, INIHKD nominee

· Meet in New Zealand, hopefully hosted by Statistics New Zealand, before/after Indigenous conference in June 2006; goal of meeting is to present progress to date on historical analyses and Australia’s Health Performance Network
· Develop set of Indigenous health indicators before next biennial INIHKD meeting

· Engage statistical agencies in meeting hosted by US in Hawaii (following New Zealand meeting, but within 2 years’ time)
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