International Conference on Indigenous Health Measurement
The Indigenous populations of the US, Canada, Australia and New Zealand are have experienced growing problems with risk factors such as obesity, and growing levels of diabetes, heart disease and other chronic diseases.  All four countries report inadequate quality, data gaps and other problems with currently available health information for their Indigenous populations.  To address this problem, the four countries will jointly sponsor a conference on improving the measurement of health status in Indigenous populations.  The meeting will take place in Vancouver, Canada on 1-5 October, 2005.  The goals of the meeting are as follows:

· Provide a useful forum for information sharing across countries on new techniques and best practices for the measurement of health status of Indigenous populations;

· Discuss techniques for improving the collection of Indigenous health and demographic information from such sources as the census, vital statistics, hospital and clinic registries;

· Establish an international interest group to ensure continued international attention to improving data for the measurement of Indigenous health status.  

Initial support for this activity came from government departments or ministries in the four countries, but participation has been enlarged to ensure active participation by representatives of Indigenous groups as well.  In addition, the Measurement Group meeting will be integrated with the meeting of an entirely Indigenous organization, the International Network for Indigenous Health Knowledge and Development (INIHKD), composed of Indigenous researchers from Australia, Canada and New Zealand, and the United States.    

The number of participants in the Measurement meeting will be kept small to facilitate the discussion of organizing principles for the international interest group.  These principles will cover the identification of key members of the group, the selection of initial research topics for the group, plans for regular meetings to share research results, recognition of the group by international health and statistical organizations, and consideration of funding for future meetings of the group.  The goals of the international interest group are the following:
· Ensure that continued international attention is focused on improving data for the measurement of Indigenous health status;

· Urge national health and statistics agencies in the four countries to improve the quality of Indigenous health information;

· Promote the sharing of new techniques for improving Indigenous health information;

· Promote the development of international partnerships for the development of new measurement methodologies.  

Key Details:

· Meeting name: International Conference on Indigenous Health Measurement
· Date and location: 1-5 October; Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada

· Countries involved: Australia, Canada, New Zealand, United States

· Number of participants: Approximately 60
