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Urban Indian Colon and Rectal Education and Screening
Project Background
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As the focus of our Community Action Plan, the Urban Indian Health Institute team will create a health promotion campaign called Urban Indian CARES (Colon and Rectal Education and Screening).   
We plan to distribute a media toolkit in Fall 2007 for use by the 34 urban American Indian/Alaska Native health organizations in the United States.  Materials can be tailored to meet specific community needs.  
While any urban Indian health organizations are welcome to join, current members of the Urban Indian Health Institute team include: 
· Hunter Health Clinic (Wichita, Kansas); 
· National Council of Urban Indian Health (NCUIH) (Washington, DC); 
· Native American Rehabilitation Association of the Northwest, Inc. (NARA) (Portland, Oregon); 
· Seattle Indian Health Board (Seattle, Washington); 
· South Dakota Urban Indian Health (SDUIH) (Aberdeen, South Dakota); and the
· Urban Indian Health Institute (Seattle, Washington).
Planning for the American Indian/Alaska Native Working Meeting on Colorectal Cancer:  ‘A Dialog for Action” began in 2005 with Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the Cancer Research and Prevention Foundation (CRPF) and tribal consultants.  In May 2007, 10 teams attended the dialog in Portland, Oregon, including: 
· Aberdeen Area Tribal Chairmen’s Health Board; 

· Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium;

· Black Hills Center for American Indian Health;

· Cherokee Nation Comprehensive Cancer Control Program;

· Ho-Chunk Nation;

· Inter-tribal Council of Michigan;

· Bay Mills Indian Community;

· Saginaw Chippewa Indian Community;

· Kaw Nation;

· Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation;

· Texas Gulf Coast American Indian Alaska Native Community; and the

· Urban Indian Health Institute.
The goal of the working meeting was to help AI/AN communities and their partners to take action to increase colorectal cancer screening in their communities.    Upon completion of the working meeting, participants were tasked to create a community-specific action plan for colorectal cancer education, screening and treatment.  Each team was provided with a one-year, $10,000 award in order to develop and implement plans.  

For more information, please visit the team webisite at: http://www.uihi.net/ColorectalCancer/default.aspx
