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In May 2007, ten American Indian/Alaska Native (AI/AN) teams gathered in Portland, Oregon, for the 

Dialogue for Action AI/AN Working Meeting on colorectal cancer (CRC). The two-day meeting provided 

a forum for the teams to come together to discuss how to decrease CRC in their communities by 
increasing CRC awareness, education and screening. At the conclusion of the two-day meeting, each of 

the teams had begun crafting an action plan to implement in their communities. Since that time, they have 

made measurable progress in the face of varied and unique challenges. 
 

 
AI/AN Working Meeting Participants 

 

ABERDEEN 
 
The Aberdeen Area/Northern Plains team has worked together to develop a flexible plan to meet the 

unique needs of each of the six communities across three states represented by the single Aberdeen team. 

The team is composed of members who work with the communities of Standing Rock, Three Affiliated, 
Sisseton, Pine Ridge, Winnebago, and Cheyenne River. Despite the challenges inherent to working with 

such diverse communities, the Aberdeen team has been able to ensure continuity in the project by 

arranging monthly team conference calls where each team member can share successes and challenges.   
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educational event tailored to his/her respective community. Many of the communities have begun to 

solicit partnerships for their efforts and some of these educational events are already under way�² the 
�6�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���5�R�F�N���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���K�H�O�G���D���³�/�X�Q�F�K���D�Q�G���/�H�D�U�Q�´���V�H�V�V�L�R�Q���R�Q���:�H�G�Q�H�V�G�D�\�����0�D�U�F�K�������������������������)�R�U���D���F�R�S�\��
of the brochure for this event, please contact Leah Frerichs. 

  
Additionally, the team has obtained a letter from the Aberdeen Area Indian Health Services (IHS) office 

in support of its project that can be used to approach service units in each community with the possibility 

of providing fecal occult blood test (FOBT) kits during the event. We applaud the Aberdeen team for its 
innovative action plan and wish its team members well in planning their educational events. 

 

Coordinator Contact Information:  

Leah Frerichs 
Aberdeen Area Tribal Chairmen's Health Board 

605.721.1922 x110, epifrerichs@aatchb.org 

 

 


